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01 Oct - Picture Day 
 

Centennial      
Elementary 

School 

Principal’s Corner 
Welcome Back Centennial Panther Families,  
     We are off to a great start and know it will be a wonderful year! We are proud of the 
work that all students, staff, and parents are doing alongside one another to ensure that 
our Centennial Panthers are on the road to being college and career ready. It is wonderful 
to see so many returning Panthers and also meet our new friends!  
     We are fortunate to have amazing students, an exceptional staff, and outstanding 
parents. The dedication we see in classrooms each and every day is proof that we are   
individualizing instruction to meet your student’s needs. This year we are excited to be 
moving back to more normalcy in school. With this, we are planning some family             
engagement events to involve families in our student’s learning. We are excited to have our 
first event the School Carnival on September 23rd from 4:30 pm – 6:00 pm. Stay tuned 
for more details later this month.  
     This year, students will have a specialized and trained teacher for reading, math, writing, 
specials, science, and social studies. Our focus this year is on student growth. We are      
focused on growing our students academically, socially, and emotionally. Thank you for 
your support and we are excited to work together this year! 
     The 2020-2021 school year was a very unique experience for us all as we worked to 
navigate through education during a pandemic. Although we are all still experiencing many 
challenges, it is refreshing to have students back in seats learning and able to collaborate. 
HSD2 will continue to monitor local health recommendations and guidance as we move 
through the school year.  
     We need your help to continue to ensure all students are thriving here at Centennial. 
The staff at Centennial has high expectations of our students, families, and ourselves. We 
know that working together with parents and families will make a difference for each of 
our students. Students should ask themselves three important questions each night:  

Did I read at least 20 minutes last night?  
Did I do my homework?  
Did I come to school on time?  

     Please help support the Centennial Team and our mission of Achievement NOW to     
ensure these goals are met on a daily basis. We look forward to seeing everyone on     
September 23rd at 4:30 pm for our School Carnival. During the Carnival, we will be     
providing the opportunity for parents to sign up to be Very Involved Parents              
(VIP’s/Volunteers). A major goal is to increase our VIPs and volunteers this year. Please            
consider signing up to help our school. Thank you for all you do to support Centennial!                 
It is a GREAT year to be a Panther!  
 
Achievement NOW, 
 
Mrs. Noyes, Principal   Mr. Lane, Assistant Principal    
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 Kindergarten News 
Welcome to Kindergarten! We are so glad that your child is here! August was a very busy month 
for us. We learned rules and procedures of how to behave in school, made new friends, and began 
our educational journey. We have been working on beginning reading, writing and math skills. In   
September, we will begin to start meeting in groups for reading. These groups are based on what 
each child needs to help them succeed. 

As we are getting into the groove of routines in kindergarten, it is very 
helpful to be sending your child in Velcro or slip on shoes, if they are unable 
to tie their shoes quite yet. Also, please check to see if your child is wearing 
clothes that they are able to go to the bathroom by themselves in easily. 

We would like to thank the McDivitt Law Firm for donating school supplies 
to Kindergarten and Special Education students this year. Our students   
received pencils, erasers, crayons, markers, folders, glue sticks as well as 
Kleenex, and hand sanitizer. 

Please make sure to label all your child’s belongings-backpacks, coats, hats, lunchboxes. Please 
keep a change of clothes, in each backpack, in case a change of clothes is needed. We will make 
every effort to send all items home each day, please also encourage your child to help keep track 
of their own items. The student computers will be staying at school for our students to be   
learning and practicing on. 

We would also like to make sure you are checking folders each night. Homework will be coming 
home this month. Homework packets are sent home on Mondays and due by Friday morning.    
Important notes and information is communicated through class dojo. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please feel free to contact us. 

Mrs. King and Mrs. Gaytan 
Kindergarten Team 
 

First Grade News 
First grade is off to great start!  In reading and writing we have been reviewing the alphabet and 
sight words.  This month we will focus on reading short texts that contain sight words and CVC 
words.  We can’t wait to get into more complex texts as the year goes on.  As a reminder, please 
practice reading and spelling sight words nightly as this will help students become more fluent 
readers.   

In math we are reviewing the end of kindergarten skills such as number 
bonds and counting.  One great math activity that we have been working 
on is a sprint.  Sprints help students become fluent in math facts and will 
help them be successful as we move towards double digit addition and 
subtraction. We are so proud of how hard each and every first grade 
student has been working.  

Please make sure to label everything with your child’s name and we ask 
that water bottles only contain water.  Thank you! 

Mrs. Merwede and Ms. Kimsey 
First Grade Team   



 
 

Second Grade News 
This month in math class, we will review counting, comparing numbers, and place value (hundreds, 
tens, and ones).  We will be adding and subtracting two-digit numbers, learning about measurement, 
and solving word problems.  It’s going to be fun! 

We are having a wonderful start to the year in reading. We are currently             
reviewing short and long vowels and consonant blends. We are also practicing   
segmenting and blending CVC and CVCE words. We are working hard everyday to 
improve our fluency and our comprehension with daily grade level passages. 

In writing class, we are working on reviewing lessons learned in first grade in     
regards to parts of speech and sentences. Then we will continue on with        
sentence structure. Simple sentences with subjects and predicates will be first 
and then we will proceed to compound sentences and sentence expansion with 
visual imagery. Finally, we will review paragraph writing. 

Third Grade News 
Welcome back 3rd grade families! We’re excited to return to school in a way that looks more 
“normal” than any of us have seen in over a year! The first week of smiles, hugs and high-fives 
has lifted spirits! We have big plans for third graders and we have hit the ground running in         
academics.  

For the beginning of the year we are jumping right into learning our            
multiplication facts. We will be focusing on knowing our 3’s and 4’s times      
tables. We are beginning our Eureka Module 1 where students will understand 
how to create pictures and equations for multiplication and division       
problems. Your student will be coming home with a skip counting sheet please 
remind them to practice their skip counting songs at home so they can build 
on their multiplication fluency. 

In reading, we will begin the year of discovery and wonder by exploring the ocean's rich source of 
life, beauty, and inspiration. Students will carefully analyze literature, informational text, and pieces 
of art. While gaining information about the sea students will practice asking and answering            
questions about the text. In the beginning months of school, third grade will be adjusting from 
learning how to read to reading to learning. During these beginning months please ask your              
students questions about what they learned in class to continue their thinking at home.     

We’ve also started diving deep into the differences between expository and narrative writing and 
the 3rd graders are becoming experts! We are so excited to watch the growth we can already 
see that these awesome third graders are capable of! As always, please reach out to us with any 
questions you might have. 

Third grade team (Mrs. Abowitz, Ms. Tafoya, Mr. Thompson) 
 

Fourth Grade News 
We are so excited to FALL back into learning for fourth grade! This 
month in reading we will be working on analyzing narrative texts and    
identifying concepts such as theme and characters, setting, and 
events. In writing, we are focusing on establishing grammar and  
writing expository paragraphs. During math time, students will be 
working on place value and for social studies they will be learning 
about different types of maps.  



 
 

Fifth Grade News 
Fifth grade reading is off to a great start with the Wit and Wisdom curriculum. This quarter your 
students will examine a variety of  informational texts designed to build foundational knowledge 
about U.S westward expansion. During this time, students will also read the historical novel Thunder 
Rolling in the Mountains by Newbery medalist Scott O’dell. Throughout this quarter, students will 
explain how examples of history are intertwined in the historical novel. The  reading and writing 
team is looking forward to sharing the adventure of the westward expansion.  

5th grade Math is starting off strong. Students have been working 
hard on identifying patterns on a place value chart, rounding, and   
decimals on a place value chart. Next up, we will begin adding,             
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals. To help students be even 
more successful in class, students should be working on their             
multiplication and division fluency at home. Students are off to a 
great start, and we can’t wait to watch them grow!  

In writing we are learning about the differences between narrative 
and expository writing. Students will be able to read passages, stories 
and books and be able to identify what type of writing it was, based 
on whether it had dialogue, character, setting or if it was just          
informational. In science students will start off by learning different 
ways to measure matter, volume, and weight.  

Special Education/Can Do Corner  
How exciting is it to be starting a new year at Centennial! We are in person and ready to learn! This 
is the time of year when we get to rekindle relationships, invite new members into our classroom 
communities, and pick up where we left off academically. We would like to welcome some        
newcomers to our special education team: Amanda Minjarez-Tolman is our new SSN Teacher. She 
has 5 years of experience as a paraprofessional at Stratmoor Hills. Mr. Mao and Ms. Mao are  
joining us this year. They each have experience at Centennial as Kindergarten paraprofessionals. We 
also want to welcome Amanda McGregor who is our new Mild/Moderate 
Teacher.  

The students are working hard and showing us what they remember 
from last year! We are establishing routines and guidelines for behavior 
while in school. Ask your student what the 3Rs stand for (Ready,               
Respectful, and Responsible)!  

We are looking forward to a year of in person learning! Although masks 
are optional at school, we are taking extra precautions to ensure that 
hands are washed regularly, and surfaces are cleaned throughout the day. 
Just another reminder that breakfast is NOT served on Mondays so 
please feed your student  before school. Please begin a routine for your 
student each night. Make sure they get a good night’s sleep, so they are 
ready to learn in the morning. We are in this together and are glad to have 
your and your student on our team! 

 Ann Ansardi      Vinessa Lopez     Joel Karr      Amanda McGregor      Amanda Minjarez-Tolman 



 
 

Media Center/Technology 
Welcome to an exciting and adventurous school year in the Centennial Media Center 
(Library). This year, we will be incorporating STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Math) in our activities, which will engage the minds of all students. 

Keeping the safety of our children as our top priority, students will continue to use 
the Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD) PowerPass. The PowerPass offers a large  
variety of books, data bases, magazines, games, homework help and more, right at 
their fingertips. Visit www.ppld.org/kids or click on PPLD Kids, K-5 on your child’s 
HSD2 Portal to “check out” the Pikes Peak Library without ever leaving your home. 

Kindergarten students will be introduced to how to use and care for their  
Chromebook. We will explore the PPLD PowerPass and learn how to navigate 
through the endless possibilities of this fun reading program. 

1st and 2nd grade students will be learning basic computer skills on their Chromebook. Students will 
also practice logging into different applications to access the PPLD PowerPass and many more 
learning resources, including typing programs such as kidztype.com. 

3rd, 4th and 5th grade students will continue working on their typing skills through Typingclub.com. 
Students really enjoy this typing program which teaches them proper typing skills using the home 
row of a keyboard.  

Music News 
Hello Panther families! My name is Ms. Parker, and I am the new music teacher 
here at Centennial Elementary School! I’m here as a first-year teacher that is 
going to get this year started off with a bang! All students, Kindergarten 
through 5th grade, will be learning about rhythms this quarter.  

The students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade will focus on identifying sounds 
vs silence, as well as keeping a steady beat by playing with egg shakers and 
drums. 

The 3rd through 5th grade students will be focusing on reading rhythms and 
performing them on drums. After this, the 3rd through 5th graders will have 
the chance to learn how to compose music and perform them for the class!  

 Art News 
Welcome Back all Centennial Panther Artists! And welcome new Kinder Panthers!! This first Unit is 
Art gets us back in to the swing of artsy things. 

Kindergarteners will begin to learn about Color, Lines and Shapes. 
1st Graders will be researching What Makes Art? And how lines and shapes have 
a place in all art. 
2nd Graders will be taking a closer look at Still Life and will be making their own 
Still Life inspired by Vincent van Gogh’s Sunflowers.  
3rd Graders will be examining how Art Tells a Story with both Abstract and  
Realistic Art. 
4th Graders will analyze and create different Landscapes. 
5th Graders will begin to examine how artists plan and use emphasis in their artwork and will think 
about how their own personal choices in creating art. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year and creating our own beautiful artwork! 
 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical Education (PE) 
In PE, all students are learning the safety rules, how to interact positively with their peers and 
how to show sportsmanship during games and activities.  
 

The America Library of Poetry -                                                      
2021 Student Poetry Contest Winner 
Congratulations to Da’Marii Brown. Da’Marii is a fifth grade 

student at Centennial Elementary 
School. Da’Marii submitted his poem,    
Cars, to The America Library of       
Poetry Contest in May 2021, Da’Marii’s 
poem was selected and registered with 
the The America Library of Poetry. 
Cars will be published in a special book of 
student poetry titled Expressions. We 
are so proud of Da’Marii and his       
outstanding accomplishment! 
 

September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue 

A Day 

Wed 

B Day 

Thu 

C Day 

Fri 

D Day 

Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 
No School 
Labor Day 

7 
No School 
Teacher Work Day 

8 
Progress Reports  
will be sent home 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 
First                         
Day of Fall     

23 
Carnival 
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm  

24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 01 
Picture Day 

 

02 

 Cars 
By Da’Marii Brown 

 

I like cars because 
 they’re special, 

and it makes me feel special 
when I play with them. 



 
 

 

 

 

District Corner News 
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year in Harrison School District Two (HSD2).  We offer many 
opportunities for you to be informed about the direction of our school district and hope you will 
take advantage of each one. Be in the know!!  

• Provide your child’s school with your current email and mobile phone number –  
               allowing you to receive emergency and inclement weather updates or 
               updates to schedules due to the Pandemic  

• Follow us on social media – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Vimeo   
• Download our District app for free from the App Store or Google Play  
• Check our website regularly at www.hsd2.org   
• Watch Board of Education meetings monthly via the District’s Facebook page                                    

                    and webpage. 
  

Noticias de District Corner  
Bienvenidos al año escolar 2021-2022 en el Distrito Escolar Dos de Harrison (HSD2). Ofrecemos 
muchas oportunidades para que se informe sobre la dirección de nuestro distrito escolar          
y esperamos que aproveche cada una. ¡¡Estar en el saber!!  

• Proporcione a la escuela de su hijo su correo electrónico y número de teléfono móvil  
actuales, lo que le permitirá recibir actualizaciones de emergencias y condiciones        
meteorológicas adversas actualizaciones de los horarios debido a la pandemia  

• Síganos en las redes sociales: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram y Vimeo  
• Descargue nuestra aplicación del Distrito de forma gratuita desde la App Store o Google 

Play  
• Visite nuestro sitio web con regularidad en www.hsd2.org  
• Vea las reuniones de la Junta de Educación mensualmente a través de la página de     

Facebook y el sitio web del Distrito 

Comcast Internet Essentials Program 
There are exciting opportunities for families for      
internet access for the 2021-2022 school year!      
Comcast is continuing their Internet Essentials        
program where eligible families can receive internet  
access for $9.95 per month plus taxes and fees. There 
is also the option for eligible families to receive up to 
$50 in credits towards their monthly bill through the 
Emergency Broadband Benefit. There are                         
recommendations for speeds for Xfinity (Comcast) 
and CenturyLink for the number of devices in your 
household. 
  
Details can be found on the district website (www.hsd2.org) under Departments > Technology and 
then Internet Options for Families on the left-hand side. You can also access this page              
directly: Internet Options for Families. The documents are available in both English and Spanish. 

http://www.hsd2.org/
http://www.hsd2.org/
https://www.hsd2.org/Page/4695


 
 

Care and Share Free Food Drives 
Upcoming Care and Share Free Food Distribution at Sierra High School, 
2250 Jet Wing Drive. Distribution starts at 11:30 am until the food is gone: 

Thursday, Sept. 2 
Saturday, Sept. 11 
Thursday, Sept. 16  

 
Childcare - Now Offering FREE Before and After School Care 
D2 is offering FREE Before & After School Care for K-5 students. The before school program will 
begin at 7:00 a.m. at all locations except Soaring Eagles Elementary, opening at 6:30 a.m. The after 
school program will begin at dismissal and end at 6:00 p.m. at all locations. Teacher workdays are 
also included as part of the free care. For extended breaks, such as October, February, and Spring 
Break, camp-type care will be available for a nominal fee to families. Students will receive    
breakfast in the morning and a healthy snack in the afternoon. The program will offer a balance 
of activity, homework help, and quiet time. 
 
Harrison School District Two partners with several different childcare providers for before and 
after school care. Please visit your school's website for specific information. 

Community Partnership for Child Development (Preschool Partner) 
Harrison School District Two is partnered with Community Partnership for Child Development 
(CPCD) offering the following early childhood education programs: 

• Early Head Start with parents - Expectant moms or moms with newborns to                        
children 3 years old 

• Early Head Start for teen parents - Expectant teen moms or teen moms with newborns to 
children 3 years old 

• Head Start - Children 3 to 5 years of age 
• Colorado Preschool Program - Children 3 to 5 years of age 
 
For a complete list of program locations contact: 

Community Partnership for Child Development 
2330 Robinson Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 
719-635-1536 
Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00. Open year round, except for holidays, 
spring, and winter break. 

What to bring with you to enroll: 

• Child's birth certificate 
• Child's immunization records 
• Proof of income (Tax Return, previous year's W-2, pay stubs/LES, and/or TANF paperwork) 
• Child's IFSP (Individual Family Service Plan) or IEP (Individual Education Plan) if applicable 
• Parent's Picture ID 
 
Prepare your child for success in kindergarten and in life. Call today or apply online to enroll your 
child in one of these quality programs. 

https://www.cpcdheadstart.org/apply-now
https://www.cpcdheadstart.org/apply-now
https://www.cpcdheadstart.org/apply-now
https://www.cpcdheadstart.org/apply-now

